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Intent of Inquiries
Language Acquisition via:
 Principles
e Rules
e Tendencies
e Hypotheses



Principle of Indirectness

Direct Is Negative (bad, undesirable, offensive)
Indirect I1s Positive (desirable, euphoric, respectful)



Non-linguistic Indirectness



Indirect Linguistic Strategies

o|_exical Items, Vocabulary Items
eUtterances, Sentences

eImplicitly Indirect (indirectly indirect!)
eEXplicitly Indirect (directly indirect!)
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Euphemisms

e A euphemism Is a generally innocuous word,
name, or phrase that replaces an offensive or
suggestive one.

e TO amuse, ...to give positive appearance to...

e Euphemisms are used for dissimulation, to refer
to taboo topics (disability, sex, or death) in a
polite way, and to mask profanity. (Wikipedia)



Situations calling for Euphemism
*Job Titles: wzrs e, mE% |, [P

e Handicap: 4.3, T, HiE, oD 4R

*Death: sz, 12t

* Physical Appearance: s, pifx, 4 7 B
 ‘Outhouse’: wgar>fEz fE>p=F> 5 % >(2 ff L)
e Profanity: xxx, fsg

* Adult/sex: = *, g, fife, - =
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|_oan-words

[ _anguage Contact:

o[1lters: taboo, sound, meaning, relatedness,
comprehension, logograph



Talwan

e Phonetic Loan: =, & &, &4 | Bibfr, o5 L T

e Semantic Loan; &5, g * | Fﬁ'%ﬁiﬂf 4*%&*, %\Bﬁﬁi%‘”, TR,
e Mixed: 2 o, % fu, RZEED

* +Footnote: frpl, )2, BN, BRE, FE
Mainland

» Phonetic: #e8, fali, 7]

e Semantic: 354, 37 HIES, 15[

* Mixed: Fr i, fhyd |, PR

. +Footnote: j& [ &, prb gl 1y g‘% Tt



Evolution of Loan-words

Borrowed=> Exotic=> Assimilation=> Localised

- -

Eng. ‘tea’, Ch. &=y
Localised as phonetic? As semantic? Other routes?
Yao (1991): fLyj=> Qlﬁ
Teng (1996): EHflasi=> FyF=A), FIEEH]= B=>2r% 735,
YRl => o SRV

Phonetic Loans=> Direct borrowing (Japan, USA etc)



PRME AR —— Nz Az b
PRAT B 22 mE ——F 0 N S
TS0 ——Yi JEf

Y ——fL &
T EEEA & —— DR E
TR — — S WA
TN ——hL e

g
.
g
.

\Pen

:5%
R
7
s
s




—

y E" E’@ﬁ ﬁ_;
< i ﬁ'*ﬁ EE'?
o £ {[H I:'[:I F“J
IR




SR

o Vi ISR SCBUIRHT 2 — 1B R B =5 8
it 5 A AN LU ORI 2 BE AR %“F)TT WhEL T
B, BN RE, FWAEH, AREERIRS

‘<z 58

o 210 H VUL, IE AL CIFEIER (F)
o BIGIEEI——FMlE CAED .
CHENE KR, ISR — T, CRETE )




oUf

o 5%

N

v

B A

),




F,J—TJI/ S FIJ:J' f"l‘léj:

o s, P, SR, R
* 10O strong
e Over-generate
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e Searle (1975): lllo
Assertives [ 7

peech Acts

cutionary Acts s FMT M
N, Directivesig %, Commisives & i,

Expressives# ik, Declarations=.

e Searle (1975): Ind

Irect Speech Acts

"In Indirect speech acts the speaker communicates to the

hearer more tha
their mutually s

n he actually says by way of relying on
hared backg){fou%d ir¥forrr>1/ation, %ot%

linguistic and nonlinguistic, together with the general

owers of rationality and inference on the part of the

earer."




Searle introduces the notions of ‘primary’
and 'secondary’ illocutionary acts. The
primary illocutionary act is the indirect
one, which is not literally performed. The
secondary illocutionary act is the direct
one, performed In the literal utterance of
the sentence (Searle 178).



Cooperative Principle: Grice (1975)

e Maxim of Quantity (B ¥EH]
e Maxim of Quality (ETEIYEED
« Maxim of Relation (l%}%?’ff%if:
e Maxim of Manner (THEER
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Violations of CP
Leech (1983)

\We’ll miss Bill and Agatha, won’t we?
o\Well, we’ll miss Bill.



Politeness Principles and Strategies

eeech (1983):
e SIX Maxims
« B Vs i

Brown & Levinson (1978):
*Face

e Redressive Strategies (4351 )




A. Do the act on-record
1. Baldy, without redress
2. With positive politeness
3. With negative politeness redress

B. Do the act off-record
C. Don’t do the act

orT b LW D P
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Yule (1996)

. Glve me a pen!

How about letting me use your pen?
Could you lend me a pen?

| forgot my pen.
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Reformulations



Redressive Strategies Directness

1. On-record Baldy Direct

2. On-record Positive Indirect-1
3. On-record Negative Indirect-2
4, Off-recorc Indirect-3

5. Don’t do the FTA %,



Direct

Indirect-1
Indirect-2
Indirect-3
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Direct

Indirect-1
Indirect-2
Indirect-3




*Direct

|ndirect-1
|ndirect-2
|ndirect-3




I



Concluding Remarks

* Applications to other speech acts: #=_, ffie1, £ <, .....

 Speech acts not bipartite, but in gradation.
 Pedagogical applications.
« Communicative Competence.

Thank You
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